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Newport  Port  Health  Authority 


Health  Detartment, 

Civic  Centre, 

Newport. 
1st  March,  1950. 

To  the  Cltairnban  and  Members  of  the  Health  Coinmittee 
acting  as  the  Port  Health  Authority . 


Ladies  and  Gthntlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  1949.  It  is  made  in 
accordance  with  the  Regulations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  which  pre- 
scribe the  duties  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  their  Circular 
No.  104/49,  dated  15th  November,  1949. 

The  Port  was  permanently  constituted  a Port  Sanitary  District  by 
an  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  dated  May  9th,  1883,  and  an 
amending  Order  dated  22nd  February,  19'38,  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
made  under  Sections  3,  9 and  314  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


I — Constitution  of  Port  Health  Authority:  — 

“ The  Port  Health  Authoritj^  is  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Burgesses  of  thei  Borough  of  Newport,  acting  by  the  Council.  It 
discharges  Port  functions  in  waters  abutting  upon  the  Magor  and 
St.  Mellons  Rural  District  in  addition  to  the  Newport  County 
Borough.” 


II — Limits  of  Jurisdiction  ; — 

” The  whole  of  the  port  of  Newport  (Order  May  9th,  1883). 
By  the  Treasury  Warrant,  dated  December  20th,  1847,  the  limits 
of  the  Port  of  Newport  are  defined  a®  commencing  at  Redwick 
Pill,  in  the  County  of  Monmouth,  being  the  Western  extremity 
of  the  Port  of  Chepstow,  and  continuing  along  the  coast  of  the 
said  County  to  the  River  Rumney,  and  seaward  to  the  middle  of 
the  Severn.” 
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III — Eiparian  Districts  included  (wholly  or  in  part)  in  the  Port  Health 
District : — 

County  Borough  of  Newport. 

Magor  and  St.  Mellons  Council  District:  Parishes — Nash, 
GoldclifE,  Eedwick,  St.  Brides  and  Peterstone. 

City  and  County  Borough  of  Cardiff : Parish — Rumney. 


IV — Apportionment  of  Expenses:  — 

The  Riparian  Authorities  before-mentioned  shall  contribute 
towards  any  expenses  incurred  or  to  be  incurred  by  the  port 
Health  Authority  by  virtue  of  the  authority  conferred  upon  them 
by  the  1883  Order  as  amended  by  the  1938  Order. 

The  contributions  are  in  proportion  to  the  Rateable  Value  of 
the  Districts. 

The  proportions  contributed  by  the  various  Riparian 
Authorities  towards  expenses  incurred  by  the  Port  Health 
Authority  for  the  year  1949  are  as  follows : County  Borough  of 
Newport,  94.45  per  cent.;  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Magor 
and  St.  Mellons,  .51  per  cent.;  City  and  County  Borough  of 
Cardiff,  5.04  per  cent. 


I— AMO'UNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  PORT 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1949 

Table  A 


Number. 

Tonnage 

Number 

Inspected. 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
Defective 

Number 

of 

Vessels 
on  which 
defects 
were 
remedied 

Number 

of  Vessel  s 
on  which 
defects 
were 
found 
and  re- 
ported to 
Ministry 
of  Trans- 
port 

Surveyors 

Number 
of  Vessel 
reported 
as  having, 
or  having 
had  during 
the 

voyage 
infectious 
diseases  or 
board. 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer  of 
Health. 

By  the 
Sanitary 
Inspector 

FOREIGN— 

Steamers 

438 

694,163 

18 

426 

62 

62 

2 

22 

♦Motor 

155 

124,930 

4 

165 

5 

5 

1 1 

Sailingr 

1 

94 

Fishing 

Total  Foreign 

594 

819,187 

22 

581 

67 

67 

2 

23  ! 

COASTWISE— 

Steamers 

1475 

651,651 

1 

674 

54 

52 

1 

8 j 

♦Motor 

793 

149,951 

) 

A 7A 

Q 

9 

Sailing 

238 

55,081 

1 ■••• 

Fishing 

3 

3 

Total  Coastwise 

2509 

856,686 

1 

1150 

60 

58 

1 

11 

Total  Foreign  & 

3103 

1.675,873 

23 

1731 

127 

125 

3 

34 

Coastwise 

includes  mechamcally  propelled  vessels  other  than  Steamers. 
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II— CHARACTER  OF  TRADE  OF  PORT 

Tlie  Trade  is  cliiefly  Cargo,  altlioiigli  there  are  excellent  facilities  for 
passenger  traffic.  Tlie  passengers  during  the  year  were  27  “inwards 
and  48  “ outwards.’’ 

Table  B 


(a)  Passenger  Traffic  during  1949 


No.  of  Passengers 

1st  Class 

2nd  Class 

3rd  Class 

T ransmigrants 

Inwards 

27 

— 

— 

— 

Outwards 

48 

— 

— 

— 

Countries  from  which  passengers  principally  arrive : — 

Scandinavian,  Continental,  Mediterranean,  Canada,  U.S.A., 
South  America  and  West  Africa. 


(b)  Cargo  Traffic 

Principal  Imports. — Iron  Ore,  Bauxite,  Timber,  Pitwood,  Fertilizers, 
Steel  Billets  and  Slabs,  Aluminium  Ingots,  Machinery  aud  parts  thereof. 
Fruit  Juice,  Apple  Pomace,  Bulbs,  Plants  and  General  Merchandise. 

Principal  Exports. — Coal,  Iron  and  Steel  Rails,  Steel  Tubes,  Tin, 
Steel  and  Blochplate®,  Machinery  and  Structural  Ironwork,  Motor  Cars 
and  Lorries,  Cement,  Livestock,  and  General  Merchandise. 


(c)  Foreign  Ports  from  which  Vessels  Arrived 

Aalborg,  Aarhus,  Amsterdam,  Antwerp,  Bahrein,  Baltimore,  Bar- 
celona, Basra,  Basse  Indre,  Bastia,  Bayonne,  Benisaf,  Berg'en,  Bilbao, 
Bone,  Bordeaux,  Bremen,  Brest,  Caen,  Calais,  Calcutta,  Casablanca, 
Catrone,  Cettfe,  Ceuta,,  Cherbourg,  Copenhagen,  Delfzyl,  Drammen, 
Dunkirk,  Durban,  Fecamp,  Fiume,  Fredrikshamn,  Genoa,  Ghent, 
Gottenburg,  Gruvon,  Halifax,  Hamburg,  Hamina,  Hangshamn,  Horsens, 
Istanbul,  Kalmar,  Karlskrona,  Kristinehamn,  Kristinestad,  La  Pallice, 
La  Rochelle,  Leghorn,  Leixoes,  Lisbon,  L’Orient,  Lourenca  Marques, 
Madeira,  Malta,  Mantyluoto,  Marieham,  Montreal,  Nantes,  Narvik,  New 
York,  Norfolk  Ya,  Norrkoping,  Nortella,  Oporto,  Oran,  Oslo,  Phila- 
delphia, Porsgunn,  Port  Alfred,  Port  Said,  Quebec,  Randers,  Rotterdam, 
Rouen,  Santander,  Santos,  Savona,  Sfax,  Skien,  St.  Brieux,  Stettin,  St. 
John,  N.B.,  St.  Malo,  Toppila,  Toulon,  Yaldermarsvik,  Yanbouver, 
Yesteros,  Ylaardingen,  Wabana,  Y^’ismar,  Yxpila. 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OE  ALIENS 
Annual  Return  by  the  Medical  Inspector  of  Aliens  for  the  year  euding’ 

31st  December,  1949. 


o 

= So 

*3  P g 

Certificates  Issued 

TOTAL 

M umber  Inspected 
the  Medical  Inspec 

Number  Subjected, 
detailed  Examinati 

by  the  Medical  Insp 

Lunatic.  Idiot 

or  M.D. 

Undesirable  for 

Medical  Reasons 

73 

— ^ 

«« 

(A  d 

>>  Q. 

^ d 

Suffering  from  Acute 

Infectious  Disease 

Landing  necessary 

for  Adequate 

Medical  Examination 

Transmigrants. 

(a)  Total  Number 
of  Aliens  landingr 
at  the  Port 

(b)  Aliens  refused 
permission  to  land 
by  Immigration 
Officer 

(c)  Transmig’nts 

27 

6 

27 

6 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  Aliens 

■ 

arriving  at  the 
Port 

33 

33 

4 

Total  number  of  vessels  carrying  Alien  passengers : 19. 
Number  of  vessels  dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Inspector:  4,. 


Ill— SOURCE  OF  WATER  SUPPLY 
The  drinking  water  of  the  Port  is  obtained  from  the  Corporation  of 
Newport,  which  obtains  its  supply  from  upland  waters  which  are  ' 
impounded  in  four  Reservoirs,  the  water  subsequently  being  filtered  i 
through  pressure  filters.  An  additional  supply  is  now  obtained  from  . 
Talybont,  which  comes  from  the  Brecon  Beacons.  This  is  passed  through 
Gravity  Low  Pressure  Filters  and  is  finally  chlorinated. 

The  water  supply  is  shipped  direct  from  the  town  mains.  There  'j 
are  no  water  boa.ts. 

IV— PORT  HEALTH  REGULATIONS,  19'33  and  1945 

1.  AuRANGEMEaSTTS  FOR  DEALING  WITH  DECLARATIONS  OF  IIlEALTH 

H.M.  Customs  Officers  and  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspectors  collect  the 
Declarations  of  Health  from  the  Masters  of  ships  arriving  in  the  Port. 
The  Declarations  of  Health  collected  by  the  Customs  Officers  are  obtained 
subsequently  from  the  Wiaterguard  Office  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

In  cases  where  vessels  have  sickness  on  board  or  have  come  from  “ infected  ; 
ports,”  the  Declarations  of  Health  are  left  on  board  for  the  Medical  , 
Officer’s  examination  and  a record  thereof  made  in  a book  kept  by  the  | 
Customs. 

2.  — Boarding  of  Vessels  on  Arriv.4l  i 

Vessels  are  boarded  upon  arrival  or  shortly  afterwards  by  H.M. 
Customs  Officers  and  also  on  occasions  by  the  Medical  and  Port  Sanitary 
Staff. 
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3.  — Notification  to  the  Authority  of  inward  Vessels  Eeqtjiring 

Special  Attention 

Tile  Minister  of  Health,  by  notice  published  in  the  “ London 
Gazette,”  20th  August,  1948,  declared  that  the  provisions  of  Article  6 
of  the  Port  Sanitary  Regulations,  1933,  shall  apply  to  the  Newport  Port 
Sanitary  district  as  from  1st  December,  1948. 

The  section  in  question  reads  as  follows  : — 

‘‘  6. — (1)  Where  the  Minister  has  by  notice  published  in  the 
‘ London  Gazette  ’ declared  that  the  provisions  of  this  Article  shall 
apply  to  any  district  specified  in  the  notice,  thei  master  of  any  foreign- 
going  ship  fitted  with  a suitable  wireless  transmitting  apparatus,  on 
approaching  such  a district  from  a foreign  port,  shall,  if  any  person 
on  board  has  symptons  which  may  be  indicative  of  infectious  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis,  or  if  there  are  any  circumstances  requiring 
the  attention  of  the  Medical  Officer,  send  to  the  Port  Health 
Authority  a wireless  message  embodying  such  of  the  information  set 
out  in  the  Second  Schedule  to  these  regulations  as  are  applicable. 

“(2)  Any  wireless  message  so  required  to  be  sent  so  as  to  reach 
the  Port  Health  Authority  not  more  than  twelve,  and  not  less  than 
four  hours,  before  the  time  at  which  the  ship  is  expected  to  arrive  in 
the  district. 

“(3)  Any  wireless  in  wireless  code  delivered  to  the  Port  Health 
Authority  shall,  unless  otherwise  provided  in  the  notice  published 
pursuant  to  paragraph  (1)  of  this  article,  conform  with  the  section 
relating  to  the  1931  International  Code  of  Signals.” 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  reception  (and  decoding,  if 
necessary)  of  wireless  messages  sent  direct  to  the  Port  Health  Office,  and 
the  telegraphic  address  of  ‘‘  Portelth  Newport  ” has  been  registered  by 
thei  Post  Office. 

Wireless  messages  are  also  received  through  Agents  approved  by  the 
Port  Health  Authority.  Before  this  approval  is  given  however,  agents 
are  required  to  furnish  evidence  that  they  possess  facilities  for  receiving- 
such  meissages  at  all  times  of  the  day  or  night,  and  can  undertake  prompt 
transmission  to  the  Port  Health  Office  of  any  messages  received  by  them 
relating  to  the  state  of  health  on  board. 

The  following  agents,  having  satisfied  these  requirements,  have  been 
approved  as  agents  for  the  purpose  of  Article  6 of  the  Regulations:  — 
William  Adams  and  Co.;  Bethell,  Gwj-n  and  Co.;  Dunn  and  Co. 
(Newport)  Ltd.;  Houlder  Bros,  and  Co.,  Ltd.;  Jones  Heard  and  Co., 
Ltd.;  Clifford  C.  Jones  and  Co.,  Jjtd. ; Richard  W.  Jones  and  Co.,  Ltd.; 
and  C.  Shaw  Lovell  and  Sons,  Ltd. 

4.  — Mooring  Stations  Designated  under  Article  10 

(a)  Within  the  Docks  : An  isolated  buoy  within  the  Docks  or  the 
ships’  ordinary  place  of  mooring. 

{h)  Outside  the  Docks  : “ The  Spit.” 
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5.  — Particulars  of  any  Standing  'Exemptions  from  the  Provisions 

OF  Article  14 

Tliese  comprise  .ships  with  infections  diseases  other  than  cholera, 
plague,  yellow  fever,  typhus  fever  or  smallpox  on  board  and  ships  from 
ports  in  axeas  lis'ted  under  Article  11  unless  they  are  cari’ying  cargoes  of 
grain  or  unless  there  has  been  during  the  voyage  sickness  or  death  among 
the  crew  or  passengers  or  unusual  mortality  among  the  rats  on  board. 
In  all  such  cases  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  immediately  notified. 

6.  — Experience  of  Working  of  Article  16 

Notices  have  been  displayed  from  time  to  timei  near  the  Entrance 
Locks,  and  although  warnings  had,  in  the  early  days,  to  be  given  to  a 
few  persons  displaying  undue  anxiety  to  get  on  board  before  ships  had 
been  cleared,  no  difiiculty  is  now  experienced.  The  Customs  Officer 
notifies  the  Master  when  boarding  that  no  person  is  to  board  or  leave  the 
vessel  until  it  is  released  under  the  regulations. 

7.  — ^What,  ip  any.  Arrangements  Have  Been  Made  For  — 

(a.)  Premises  cmd  Waiting-rooms  for  Medical  Examination. 

On  the  larger  vessels  using  the  Port,  adequate  facilities  for 
medical  examinations  are  usually  available  on  board.  Alternative 
arrangements  have  been  made  to  utilise  the  Reception  Centre  at 
69  Stow  Hill. 

{b)  Cleansing  and  Idisi7hfection  of  Ships^  Persons  and  Clothing  and 

Other  Articles. 

Disinfection  of  accommodation  on  ships  is  carried  out  by 
spraying  formaldehydei  or  Izal  or  by  means  of  burning  sulphur. 

Clothing,  beds  and  bedding  are  removed  in  the  Local 
Authority’s  disinfection  vehicle  to  Allt-yr-yn  Hospital  and 
passed  through  a.  steam  disinfector. 

Arrangements  are  also  in  existence  for  persons  and  their 
clothing  to  be  cleansed  and  disinfected  at  St.  Woolos 
Hospital  in  cases  of  verminous  infestation. 

(c)  Premises  for  the  T emporary  Accommodation  of  Persons  for  whom 

such  Accommodation  is  Required  for  the  Purposes  of  the 

Regulations. 

St.  Woolos  Hospital  and  Allt-yr-yn  Hospital  are  used  for 
the  accommodation  of  patients.  Well  persons  would  be  provided 
for  by  the  Shipping  Agents  and  through  the  Chief  Welfare 
Officer  who  is  acquainted  with  billeting  facilities  in  the  town. 

{d)  Hospital  Accommodation  Available  for  Plague.  Cholera,  Yellow 

Fever,  Smallpox,  and  Other  Infectious  Diseases. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  cases  of  Plague,  Cholera, 
Yellow  Fever,  Smallpox,  and  Typhus  Fever  to  be  admitted  to 
Isolation  Hospitals,  maintained  by  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  and  is  decided  by  the  Consultant  called  to  see  the  case. 

Other  infectious  diseases  are  treated  at  Allt-yr-yn  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Newport. 
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(e)  Ambulance  Tran^'port. 

Cases  of  infections  and  other  illness,  etc.,  are  conveyed  in  the 
Borough  Ambulances,  by  arrangement  between  the  two 
Authorities. 

(/)  Supervision  of  Contacts. 

Forward  notices  axe  sent  to  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  districts 
concerned  when  contacts  leave  the  port.  Those  contacts  who 
remain  within  the  Port  District  are  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Port  Sanitary  Staff  during  the  period  of  surveillance. 

8 & 9. — Aerangements  for  the  Bacteriological  or  Pathological 

Examination  of  Eats  for  Plague 

The  post-morienn  examinations  of  rats  in  connection  with  Plague 
precautions  axe  carried  out  at  the  Health  Department.  All  other  examin- 
ations are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service. 

10. — Venereal  Disel-ises 

Facilities  for  free  diagnosis  and  treatment,  including  in-piatient 
treatment,  for  all  seamen  suffering  from  Venereal  Diseases  are  provided 
at  the  Eoyal  Gwent  Hospital. 

The  Clinic  is  now  open  for : — 

Males  — 

Monday  morning,  10  to'  12. 

Wednesday  afternoon,  2 to  4. 

Thursday  afternoon,  4.30  to  6.30. 

Friday  evening,  6 to  8. 

An  irrigation  department,  adjoining  the  Out-Patients’  Department 
at  the  Eoyal  Gwent  Hospital  (open  daily)  provide®  for  irrigation  treats 
ment  for  males  between  their  attendances  at  the  medical  session. 

Notices  are  hung  up  at  Public  Lavatories  and  “ Public  House  ” 
Lavatories  giving  particulars  of  the  days  and  hours  of  the  Clinics.  Those 
in  and  near  the  docks  are  printed  in  four  languages  for  the  convenience 
•of  foreign  seafaring  men. 

The  Local  Venereal  Diseases  Committee,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Health  Committee,  issued  during  the  year  1940  a Port  Health  Brochure 
or  Seafarers’  Guide  for  distribution  to  all  seamen  arriving  at  the  Port. 
The  immediate  purpose  of  the  booklet  is  to  -wiam  seamen  of  the  risk  of 
contracting  venereal  disease  through  promiscuous  intercourse  and  to  give 
particulars  of  thei  Local  Treatment  Centre  and  of  Social  Centres  and 
places  of  entertainment  available  to  them  in  the  town.  Its  distribution 
was  continued  during  the  year  1949. 
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The  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  at  the 
Royal  Gwent  Hospital  has  supplied  me  with  the  following  particulars 
re  treatment  of  Seamen  who  visited  the  Port  during  the  year  : — 


British  Subjects.  1949 

Foreigners 

Total 

White 

Colour- 

ed 

Total 

Average 
past  5 
years 

1949 

Av’age 
past  5 
years 

1949 

Average 

past 

5 jears 

No.  of  Patients  Examined 

61 

32 

93 

115-6 

79 

72-8 

172 

188-4 

Found  to  be  suffering  from 

j 

Syphilis 

7 

9 

16 

21-0 

20 

24-6 

36 

45-6 

Gonorrhoea 

27 

19 

46 

62-2 

46 

32-6 

92 

94-8 

Soft  Chancre 

3 

— 

3 

4-6 

5 

3-4 

8 

8-0 

Found  not  to  be  suffering 

from  Venereal  Disease 

24 

4 

28 

27-8 

8 

12-2 

36 

40-0 

Total  Attendances 

140 

116 

2:6 

31.5-4 

155 

163-2  ! 

411 

478-6 

The  nationalities  of  the  foreign  seamen  examined,  with  the  number 
found  to  be  suffering  from  Venereal  Disease  in  brackets  were  : Belgian, 
1 ( — );  Danish,  7 (6);  Dutch,  1 (1);  Esthonian,  11  (9);  Finnish,  7 (6); 
French,  2 (2);  Greek,  7 (7);  Indian,  2 (2);  Italian,  1 (1);  Norwegian, 
16  (14);  Polish,  4 (4);  Portuguese,  1 (1);  Spanish,  11  (11);  Swedish,  8 

(7). 


The  book  (V.44)  issued  bj^  the  Ministry  of  Health,  is  supplied  to  each 
seaman  patient  to  ensure  coD^tiaiiity  of  treatment  at  other  ports. 


The  total  number  of  seamen  examined  during  the  year  was  lower  by 
16.4. than  the  average  for  the  previous  five  years. 


•30.1  per  cent,  of  the  British  seamen  and  lOT  per  cent,  of  the  foreign 
seamen  examined  were  found  not  to  be  suffering  from  Venereal  Disease, 
compared  with  24.0  per  cent,  and  16.8  per  cent,  respectively  during  the 
previous  five  years. 


The  total  attendances  (411)  were  below  the  average  for  the  previous 
five  years  (479).  The  average  number  of  attendances  per  patient  was 
lower  also  (2.4)  compared  with  2.5  for  the  previous  five  years.  In  this 
matter  the  British  subjects,  with  2.7  attendances  per  patient,  did  slightly 
better  than  the  foreigners,  whose  average  per  patient  was  only  1.9. 


11. — Arrangements  for  the  Interment  of  Dead 

Dead  bodies  on  ships  would  be  removed  to  the  Town  Mortuary  and 
necessary  action  taken  to  secure  burial. 


11 


Table  C 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  landed  from  Vessels 


Disease. 

Number  during-  1949 

Average 
No.  of 
cases  for 
previous 

5 years. 

Passengers 

Crew. 

No.  of 
Vessels 
concerned 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

•2 

Chicken  Pox  

1-0 

Dysentry  

•2 

Influenza  

4 

4 

•8 

Measles 

•4 

Pleurisy  

•2 

Pneumonia  

2 

2 

•6 

Scabies 

4.0 

Tuberculosis  

•6 

Typhoid  Fever 

■8 

Typhus  (Murine) 

4 

1 

Venereal  Diseases 

26 

16 

33  6 

Total  

.... 

36 

23 

42-4 

Table  D 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  occurring  on  vessels  during  the  voyage 
but  disposed  of  prior  to  arrival. 


Disease. 

Number  during  1949 

Average 
No.  of 
cases  for 
previous 

5 years. 

Passengers 

Crew. 

No.  of 
Vessels 
concerned 

Chicken  Pox  

•2 

Diphtheria  

•4 

German  Measles 

•6 

Influenza  

1 

1 

•4 

Malaria  

4-8 

Measles  

•2 

Pneumonia  

•6 

Scabies  

1-0 

Scarlet  Fever  

■2 

Small  Pox  

•2 

Typhoid  Fever 

■2 

Typhus  (Murine) 

3 

1 

Venereal  Diseases 

28 

10 

13-6 

Total  

32 

12 

22-4 

Twenty-three  vessels  arrived  from  ports  infected  (or  suspected  to  be 
infected)  with  Small  Pox  or  Typhus  Fever  during  the  year. 
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Sixty-eigh-t  cases  of  infectious  sickness,  etc.,  occurred  during  the 
voyages  to  Newport  or  after  arrival  here,  namely  : Influenza.  5;  Pneu- 
monia, 2;  Typhus  (Murine),  7;  Venereal  Diseases,  54.  See  Tables  C. 
and  D. 

Typhus 

The  S.S.  Monte  Monjuich  arrived  in  Newport  on  28th  August,  1949,. 
from  Melilla  (North  Africa)  via  Port  of  London.  Whilst  in  London  three 
members  of  the  crew  were  admitted  to  hospital,  two  on  22ud  August  and 
one  on  25th  Aug-ust,  with  suspected  enteric  fever.  On  arrival  at  Newport 
a fourth  member  of  the  crew  was  sent  to  hospital  with  a simila:r_ diagnosis 
and  two  further  similar  cases  occurred  on  Gth  September.  Another  mem- 
ber of  the  crew  was  being  treated  in  hospital  for  middle  ear  disease. 

All  sanitary  measures  were  taken  on  board  and  in  addition,  fumiga- 
tion with  HCN  was  carried  out  and  803  rats  destroyed.  The  ship  sailed 
for  Eosario,  Argentina,  a.m.  on  7th  September. 

Laboratory  tests  proved  negative  until  2nd  September  when  Widal 
tests  on  the  first  two  patients  suggested  paratyphoid  B.  infection.  Later 
(afer  ship  had  sailed)  Weil  Felix  tests  on  serum  from  the  seven  patients 
were  found  to  be  positive  for  typhus  infections. 

All  the  attacks  were  mild  and  all  patients  recovered.  Further  in- 
vestigations proved  the  infection  to  be  of  murine  origin. 


V— MEASUEES  AGAINST  EODENTS 

1.  — Steps  Taken  for  Detection  of  Eodent  Plague 

(a)  In  ships  in  the  port,  (h)  On  qtiays,  etc. 

Vessels,  quays,  warehouses,  etc.,  are  inspected  for  evidencei  of  rats; 
any  dead  or  sick  rats  found  would  be  .taken  to  the  Health  Department 
Laboratoiry  for  examination  for  Plague. 

2.  — Measures  Taken  to  Prevent  the  Passage  of  Eats  Between 

Ships  and  the  Shore 

All  ships  are  advised  to  place  rat  guards  on  the  mooring  ropes,  and 
those  ships  found  upon  inspection  to  have  rats  on  board  are  required  to 
fix  rat  guards. 
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3.  — Methods  of  Deeatisatjon 

Deratisation  of  vessels  under  tke  International  Regulations  for  the 
prevention  of  Plague,  etc.,  is  carried  out  by  privatei  firms  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspectors.  Hydrogen  Cyanide  sprayed 
and  in  an  absorbed  form  for  liberation,  traps,  and  poison  baitsi  were  used 
for  this  purpose.  The  rat  population  around  the  docks  has  been  materially 
reduced  of  recent  years  by  special  attention  to  warehouses  and  other  places 
of  harbourage,  such  as  river  banks,  tips,  etc.  599  rats  were  destroyed  on 
these  premises  in  1949,  compared  with  824  in  1948.  On  board  ship  1,701 
rats  were  destroyed  as  against  857  in  1948. 

4.  — Measures  Taken  for  the  Detection  of  Rat  Prevalence  in 

Ships  and  on  Shore 

Special  attention  is  paid  to  the  work  of  detection  of  rodents  on  vessels, 
quays,  wharves,  warehouses,  etc.,  in  the  Port  and  Borough.  An 
experienced  rat-catcher  is  specially  employed  for  this  work. 

5.  — Rat-Proofing 

{a)  T O' what  extent  oure  docks,  wharves,  warehouses,  etc.,  rat-proof? 

All  warehouses  in  the  Dock  area  are  built  of  brick  or  metal  with 
concrete  floors. 

(5)  Action  taken  to  extend  rat-proofing , 

(i)  In  Ships. 

The  Port  Sanitary  Inspectors  point  out  places  where  rat-proofing  is 
lacking  or  could  be  improved  to  Ship  Officers  and  Marine  Superintendents. 

(ii)  On  Shore. 

Holes,  cracks  and  general  dilapidations  in  concrete  floors,  etc., 
especially  near  underground  cables  and  drains,  etc.,  are  reported  to  the 
Dock  Authority,,  who  repair  such  defects. 


Rats  Destroyed  During  1949 
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Measures  ol  liat  Destruction  on  Plague  iniected  or  suspected  Vessel  or  Vessels  from  plague 
infected  ports  arriving  in  the  Port  during  the  year. 
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VI— HYGIENE  OF  CREWS’  SPACES 
Table  J 

Classification  of  Nuisances 


Nationality 
of  Vessel 

Number 
insx)ected 
during  1949 

Defects  of 
original 
construction. 

Structural 
defects 
through  wear 
and  tear 

Dirt,  vermin 
and  other 
conditions 
prejudicial 
to  health. 

British 

1386 

3 

97 

92 

Other  Nations 

345 

1 

19 

27 

General  Inspection  oe  Vessels 


7.3  per  cent  of  tlie  1,731  vessels  inspected  during  the  year  had 
sanitary  defects  according  to  the  standards  laid  down  by  the  Board  of 
Trade.  9.0  per  cent,  of  the  foreign  vessels  were  insanitary,  compared 
with  6.9  per  cent,  of  the  British  vessels.  Of  the  vessels  inspected  from 
foreign  ports,  11.5  per  cent,  had  sanitary  defects,  and  the  coastwise 
vessels  5.2  per  cent. 

Percentage  with  Sanitary  Defects 
Nationality  During  the  Year  1949 


American 

Belgian 

British 

Danish 

Dutch 

Egyptian 

Finnish 

French 

German 

Greek 

Italian 

Norwegian 

Panamanian 

Portuguese 

Russian 

Spanish 

Swedish 

Turkish 


...  0.0 
...  14.3 

...  6.9 

...  6.7 

...  0.0 
...  0.0 
...  0.0 
...  0.0 
...  0.0 
...  30.8 

...  6.7 

...  10.7 

...  62.5 

...  0.0 
...  50.0 
...  37.0 
...  3.0 

...  0.0 


The  types  of  nuisances  and  defects  dealt  with  show  that  49.8  per  cent, 
of  the  nuisances  were  due  to  lack  of  care  and  sanitary  supervision  of  the 
living  quarters,  whilst  50.2  per  cent,  were  due  to  defective  structural 
conditions,  including  those  caused  through  wear  and  tear.  The  great 
majority  of  both  typ'esi  of  nuisances  could  have  been  avoided  by  stricter 
supervision  of  the  crew  and  attention  to  minor  structural  defects. 
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Witli  regard  to  individual  nuisances  discovered,  dirty  and  verminous 
crews’  quarters,  berths,  wasbplaces,  and  messrooms  accounted  for  42.2  per 
cent.,  foul  water  closets  for  3.5  per  cent.,  and  defective  and  dirty  food 
lockers  33.4  per  cent. 

Lack  of  attention  to  fittings  and  structures,  including  defective  side, 
ports,  beating  apparatus,  bunks  and  showers,  were  responsible  for  a large 
proportion  of  the  other  insanitary  conditions. 

Although  many  of  the  above  insanitary  conditions  are  no'  doubt  due 
to  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  crew,  thei  “ ultimate  responsibility,”  as 
stated  by  the  special  Committee  appointed  by  shipowners  to  enquire  into 
the  subject,  “ rests  upon  the  master,  and  thei  degree  of  cleanliness  is  a 
criterion  of  the  discipline  of  the  ship.” 

The  Mercantile  Marine  is  still  one  of  the  greatest  industries  of  this 
country,  and  as  the  living  conditions  of  seamen  are  closely  connected  with 
their  work,  we  have  to  bear  in  mind  when  considering  Marine  Hygiene, 
the  industrial  welfare  and  the  diseases  associated  with  the  Service. 

YII— FOOD  INSPECTION 

Particulars  of  the  food  imported  during  1949,  and  of  the.. amount  of 
unsound  food  destroyed  or  otherwise  disposed  of  so  as  not  to  be  used  for 
human  food,  will  be  found  in  the  Inspector’s  report  attached. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Collector  of  H.M.  Customs  and  his  “Preventive” 
Officers  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Pilotage  Board  for  affording  prompt  and 
valuable  lassistance  at  all  times  in  carrying  out  preventive  work  in 
connection  with  Infectious  Diseases. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Tour  Obedient  Servant, 

D.  E.  LAWRENCE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Healths 
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INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
acting  as  the  Part  Health  Authority. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg'  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  tbe  year  1949. 

SHIP  INSPECTION 

Vessels  entering  tbe  port  are  visited  as  soon  as  possible  after  docking- 
and  enquiries  made  concerning  the  health  of  the  crew,  the  occurrence  of, 
any  sickness  during-  tbe  voj^age,  the  source  of  the  water  supply,  the  condi- 
tion of  tanks  and  bilges,  and  the  presence  of  animals  or  parrots  on  board. 
The  deratisation  or  the  deratisation  exemption  certificate  is  inspected, 
and  if  found  to  be  in  order  the  inspector,  accom])anied  by  a ship’s  officer, 
proceeds  to  the  examination  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  vessel,  point- 
ing out  any  defects  or  nuisances  and  suggesting  the  remedy  to  be  adopted. 
The  majority  of  the  shipping  companies  are  always  ready  and  willing  to 
remedy  any  nuisances  or  defects  on  their  vessels  which  have  been  brought 
to  their  notice  by  the  Inspector.  Serious  defects  to  structure  and  defects 
of  original  construction  are  reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Transport 
Surveyor. 


During  the  year  1,731  vessels  were  inspected,  and  127  (7.3  per  cent.) 
of  them  were  found  to  have  nuisances  or  defects  on  board.  It  was  not 
necessary  to  serve  any  statutory  notices  with  regard  to  these  vessels. 
198  verbal  and  informal  notices  were  given,  as  a result  of  which  practi- 
cally all  the  nuisances  and  defects  were  remedied  and  73  quayside 
nuisances  abated.  2,762  rei-visits  were  made  to  vessels  in  connection  with 
sickness,  nuisances  and  defects,  rat  destruction  and  to  vessels  from 
infected  areas. 

As  shown  in  Table  I,  1,386  British  and  345  foreign-owned  vessels 
were  inspected  during  the  year,  and  of  these  96  (6.9  per  cent.)  British  and 
31  (9.0  per  cent.)  foreign  were  found  to  have  nuisances  and  defects  on 
board.  581  of  the  vessels  were  from  foreign  and  1,150  from  coastwise 
ports,  the  numbers  found  to  be  insanitary  being  67  (11.5  per  cent.)  and 
60  (5.2  per  cent.)  respectively. 

Nuisances  and  Detects 

Dirt,  vermin  and  other  conditions  prejudicial  to  health  accounted 
for  119  (49.8  per  cent.),  and  structural  defects  caused  through  wear  and 
tear  116  (48.5  per  cent.)  of  the  total  found.  The  numbers  and  types  of 
nuisances  and  defects  dealt  with  on  British-  and  foreign-owned  vessels, 
together  with  percentages,  are  shown  in  Tables  II  and  III.  Table  IV 
indicates  the  various  nuisances  dealt  with,  and  of  these  15.8  per  cent, 
were  due  to  the  verminous  condition  of  quarters  and  berths,  32.6  per  cent', 
to  dirty  and  defective  lockers,  17.5  per  cent,  to  dirty  quarters,  5.7  per 
cent,  to  defective  ports,  7.7  per  cent,  to  foul  and  defective  water  closets 
and  fittings,  and  8.9  per  cent,  to  dirty  messrooms  and  washplaces. 
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Dirt,  Vermin  and  Other  Conditions  Prejudicial  to  Health 

Dirty  and  verminous  crews’  quarters,  foul  water  closets,  ckoked 
scuppers,  dirty  food  lockers,  and  accumulations  of  refuse  accounted  for 
tke  majority  of  the  nuisances  under  this  heading,  and  most  of  these 
conditions  could  have  been  avoided  by  the  exercise  of  more  care  and 
stricter  supervision  of  the  crews. 

Although  a large  number  of  British  vessels  were  inspected  at  the 
termination  of  voyages  and  not,  as  in  the  case  of  foreign  vessels,  during 
the  course  of  voyag’es,  only  6.6  per  cent,  of  British  as  compared  with  7.8 
per  cent,  of  foreign  ships  required  attention  on  account  of  this  type  of 
nuisance. 

The  number  of  vessels  dealt  with  during  the  year,  on  account  of  the 
dirty  condition  of  the  crews’  accommodation,  was  merely  10  per  cent,  less 
than  that  of  the  previous  year,  but  the  number  of  rooms  found  in  this 
condition  was  slightly  higher.  This  indicates  that,  on  a few  vessels  there 
was  little  or  no  supervision  exercised  over  the  cleanliness  of  the  crew 
quarters. 

The  main  type  of  vermin  found  on  vessels  10  years  ago  was  the  bed 
bug,  which  to  a great  extent  was  localised  in  the  sleeping  quarters  but 
now  the  cockroach  has  firmly  established  itself  as  the  chief  insect  pest  on 
vessels  and  makes  its  way  into  all  parts  of  the  accommodation.  Both  the 
number  of  vessels  and  the  number  of  rooms  found  to  be  verminous  were 
nearly  50  per  cent,  less  than  the  previous  year  and  only  6.6  per  cent,  of 
the  rooms  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs. 

A considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  vessels  carrying  insecticides 
was  noticeable  and  the  infestation  in  these  vessels  was  kept  down  to  a 
minimum,  if  not  entirely  eradicated. 

When  vessels  were  heavily  infested  with  vermin,  disinfestation  was 
carried  out  by  means  of  the  4-cide  method  (pressure  spraying),  followed 
by  the  application  of  an  insecticide  powder,  by  applying  Grammaxeme  or 
Fumite  (D.D.T.),  or  by  fumigating  with  hydrogen  c,yanide.  Slight 
infestations  were  dealt  with  by  dismantling  bunks  and  fittings,  using  a 
blow  lamp  and  by  hand  spraying  a.  liquid  insecticide  into  all  crevices. 

Structural  Defects  Caused  Through  Wear  and  Tear 

Defective  port  frames,  linings  and  broken  glasses,  defective  heating 
apparatus,  bunks,  water  closets,  lockers  and  leaky  decks  were  responsible 
for  the  greater  number  of  this  type  of  defect  (207,  82.1  per  cent.,),  and 
many  of  these  conditions  were  caused  by  misuse  and  lack  of  attention. 
Other  defects  dealt  with  were  defective  water  heaters,  showers,  entrance 
doors,  sanitary  tank,  fresh  water  tank,  water  service  pipes,  hand  pumps, 
floors,  leaky  hawse  pipe,  unsheathed  ventilator  and  leaky  skylights. 

This  type  of  defect  was  found  on  board  7.0  per  cent,  of  the  British 
vessels  and  5.5  per  cent,  of  the  foreign  vessels  inspected  during  the  year. 

Defects  of  Original  Construction 

Seven  defects  of  this  type  were  found  on  board  four  vessels  during 
the  year.  Five  of  thei  defects  on  three  British  vessels,  were  reported  to 
the  Ministry  of  Transport  Surveyor  and  were  remedied  before  the  vessels 
left  the  port. 


The  other  defects,  foimd  ou  a foreign  vessel  were  in  temporary 
quarters  and  other  alternative  accommodation  was  available  for  use. 

SiioKE  Ntjisan,cbs 

"V  essels  lying  in  the  docks  have  been  under  observation  and  when 
necessary,  those  in  charge  of  the  fires  on  board  have  been  cautioned  and 
requested  to  avoid  creating  a nuisance  by  the  emission  of  black  smoke 
when  raising  steam. 


Table  I 

VESSELS  INSPECTED  — FOREIGN  AND  COASTWISE 


Vessels. 

Nuisances 

and  Defects 

Vessels. 

No.  found 
to  have 

No.  on 
which 

Number 

Defects, 

Defects, 

Found. 

Remedied 

Inspected 

etc.,  on 
Board. 

etc.,  were 
Remedied 

From  Foreign  Ports 

British  Steamers 

260 

43 

43 

92 

92 

British  Motor  Vessels 
British  Sailing  Vessels 

77 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total  British 

337 

44 

44 

93 

93 

Foreign  Steamers 

166 

19 

19 

29 

29 

Foreign  Motor  Vessels 
Foieign  Sailing  Vessels 
Foreign  Fishing  V’sels 

78 

4 

4 

4 

4 

T otal  F oreigm 

244 

23 

23 

33 

33 

Total  Vessels  from' 

Foreign 

581 

67 

67 

126 

126 

From  Coastwise 

British  Steamers 

606 

46 

44 

90 

86 

British  Motor  Vessels 
British  Sailing  Vessels 

443 

6 

6 

9 

9 

Total  British 

1049 

52 

50 

99 

95 

Foreign  Steamers 

68 

8 

8 

14 

14 

Foreign  Motor  Vessels 
Foreign  Sailing  Vessels 

33 

Total  Foreign 

101 

8 

8 

14 

14  1 

Total  Vessels  from 

Coastwise 

1150 

60 

58 

113 

109 

T otal  from  F oreigin 

and  Coastwise 

1731 

127 

125 

239 

235  1 

21 


Table  II 

Stowing  number  of  Vessels  inspected,  classified  according  to 
Nationality  and  Defects  discovered. 


Nationality. 

No.  of 
Vessels 
Inspected 

Number  of 

Defects  of  original 
construction. 

Structural  Defects 
through  wtar  and 
tear  ' 

Dirt,  Vermin  and 
or  conditions 
prejudicial  to  health 

Vessels 
on  which 
Defects  or 
Nuisances 
were 
found. 

Nuisances 

and 

Defects 

found. 

No.  of 
Vessels 
concerned 

No.  of 
Defects 
found 

No.  of 
Vessels 
concerned 

No.  of 
Defects 
found 

No.  of 
Vessels 
concerned 

No.  of 
Nuisances 
found 

merican 

6 

elgrian  

7 

1 

2 

1 

2 

ritish  

1386 

96 

192 

3 

3 

63 

97 

63 

92 

anish  

30 

O 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

utch  

76 

g-yptian 

1 

innish  

24 

rench  

37 

erman  

3 

reek  

13 

4 

8 

2 

3 

4 

5 

alian  

15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

■orwegiani  . . . 

66 

6 

6 

2 

2 

4 

4 

anamanian  ... 

8 

5 

9 

4 

6 

4 

4 

ortug-uese  ... 

6 

ussian  

2 

1 

2 

1 

i 

i 

i 

panish  

27 

10 

15 

5 

7 

8 

8 

wedish 

33 

1 

1 

1 

1 

urkish  

1 

Totals  ... 

1731 

127 

239 

4 

4 

78 

116 

88 

119 

Table  III 

NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS 


Nationality 

of 

Vessiels. 

Defects  of 
Origiinal 
Con- 
struction 

Per  Cent, 
of  Total 
Defects. 

Structural 
Defects 
through 
Wear  & 
Tear. 

Per  Cent, 
of  Total 
Defects. 

Dirt, 
Vermin 
and  other 
Conditions 
Prejudicial 
to  Health. 

Per  Cent, 
of  Total 
Defects. 

British 

3 

1.26 

97 

40-58 

92 

38-49 

Foreign 

1 

0.42 

19 

7-96 

27 

11-30 

Totals 

4 

1.68 

116 

48-53 

119 

49-79 

oo 


Table  IV 

NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  DEALT  WITH 


Nuisances  and  Defects  Found. 

On 

British 

Vessels. 

On 

Foreign 

Vessels. 

T otal 
Found. 

Defective  Ports,  etc.  

55 

15 

70 

,,  Water  Closets  and  Fitting's  

43 

9 

52 

,,  Heating  Apparatus  and  Fittings 

20 

7 

27 

,,  Bunks  and  Fittings  

5 

1 

6 

„ Sanitary  Tanks  

1 

1 

,,  Entrance  Door  

2 

2 

,,  Sinks  and  Waste  Pipes 

5 

5 

,,  Floors  ... 

2 

2 

,,  Showers  rand  Fittings  

8 

8 

,.  Handpump  

1 

1 

,,  Lockers  

14 

14 

,,  Water  Heater  

8 

8 

,,  Fresh  Water  Tank  

1 

1 

,,  Stove  Flange  

1 

1 

Dirty  Messrooms  

59 

59 

,,  Washplaces  

46 

5 

51 

,,  Lockers  

387 

387 

,,  Crew  Rooms  and  Quarters 

208 

7 

215 

,,  Beds  

263 

263 

,,  Provision  Storeroom  ... 

1 

1 

Verminous  Quarters  and  Berths  

167 

27 

194 

Choked  Scuppers  

7 

3 

10 

,,  Washbasins  

4 

1 

5 

Deck  Refuse  

6 

6 

Leaky  Decks  

37 

1 

38 

.,  Hawsepipe  

1 

1 

,,  Skylights 

2 

2 

Foul  Water  Closets  

31 

12 

43 

Unsheathed  Ventilator  

2 

2 

4 

Quayside  Nuisances  

54 

19 

73 

Ill  situated  W.C.  ..  

1 

1 

Insufficient  Ventilation  

9 

2 

11 

Lack  of  Showers  

2 

2 

EAT  DESTEUOTION 

The  warehouses,  sheds,  quaj’s,  hoists,  sidings,  river  banks,  wharves 
aud  private  premises  within  the  district  were  periodically  inspected. 
The  Docks  and  Inland  Waterways  Executive’s  Ealcatcher  co-operates 
with  the  Port  Health  Staff,  and  immediate  measures  are  taken  when  fresh 
evidence  of  rats  are  seen  or  their  presence  reported.  13,000  poison  baits 
were  laid  down  by  the  Authority’s  Eatcatcher  during  the  year  and  599 
rats  were  found  dead  after  the  poisoning.  Of  these  230  were  picked  up 
on  the  wharves  and  hanks  of  the  Eiver  Usk,  99  on  the  banks  jof  the  Eiver 
E'bbw,  and  270  within  the  Docks.  The  number  of  rats  destroyed  on 
board  vessels  during  the  year  was  1,701.  11  vessels  were  fumigated  by 

means  of  hydrogen  cyanide  (prussic  acid  gas),  1,496  rats  being  killed, 
whilst  a further  110  rats  were  destroyed  on  6 of  these  vessels  by  means  of 
traps  and  poison  baits.  On  27  vessels,  deratisation  was  carried  out  by 
measures  of  trapping  and  poison  baits,  resulting  in  the  destruction  of 
95  rats. 
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It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  hydrogen  cyanide  has  been  the  only 
fumigant  used  for  the  destruction  of  rats  iand  vermin  on  vessels  during 
the  year.  There  has  been  no  sulphur  fumigation  on  vessels  at  Newport 
during  the  past  five  years. 

Table  V 


Number  of  Rats  Destroyed 

Method  of 
Destruction 

On  Vessel 

Ashore 

Total  Number 

Brown 

1 Black 

Brown 

Black 

of 

Rats  Killed 

]M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

p. 

Fumigation  by  HCN 

486 

1010 

1496 

Fumigation  by  Sulphur 

205 

Trapping  i 

67 

.... 

138 

158 

441 

Poison  Bait  1 

Dogs  amd  Ferrets 

.... 

599 

All  Methods 

.... 

653 

1148 

158 

441 

2300 

Fifty-four  vessels  were  inspected  and  searched  in  connection  with 
the  issue  of  deratisation  exemiition  certificates. 


Certificates  issued: — Deratisation,  20;  Exemption,  54;  Total  74. 

With  a few  exceptions,  all  vessels  from  foreign  ports  are  examined 
for  evidence  of  rats,  and  when  reccint  indicatiousi  are  found  precautions 
are  taken  to  prevent  the  rats  making  their  way  to  the  shore. 

THE  PAEEOTS  (PEOHIBITION  OF  IMPOET) 
EEOHLATIONS,  1930. 

The  importation  of  any  bird  of  the  parrot  species  is  prohibited  by 
these  regulations,  unless  for  consignment  to  the  London  Zoological  Society 
or  by  special  permission  of  the  Minister  of  Health  and  enquiries  are  made 
on  all  foreign  going'  vessels  as  to  the  presence  of  any  bird  on  board. 

Eleven  budgerigars  were  brought  into  the  port,  during  the 
year,  on  board  three  vessels.  Notices  were  served  upon  the  owners  pro- 
hibiting the  removal  of  the  birds  from  the  vessels  and  in  all  cases  written 
undertakings  were  given  that  the  birds  would  not  be  landed.  The  birds 
were  in  a healthy  condition  and  were  taken  away  on  board  the  vessels 
when  they  left  the  port. 

Vessels  From  Infected  Areas 

Twenty-three  of  the  vessels  inspected  during  the  year  were  from 
infected  areas.  These  vessels  were  boarded  in  the  Entrance  Locks  or  im- 
mediately upon  arrival  at  their  berths  and  being  from  Typhus  Fever 
infected  areas  were  examined  for  evidence  of  vermin,  in  conjunction  with 
the  medical  examination  of  the  crews. 

Importation  of  Animals 

The  various  orders  with  reference  to  the  importation  of  canine  and 
other  animals  have  been  enforced  during  the  year.  102  dogs  and  315  cats 
were  carried  on  board  216  vessels  entering  the  port. 

11  horses,  12  cattle  and  1 goat  were  brought  into  the  port  on  board 
6 vessels  as  cargo  for  export  and  all  the  auimals  were  kept  on  board  the 
ships  and  taken  away  from  the  port  when  the  vessels  departed. 


FOOD  INSPECTION. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS  1938  AND  1944. 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (IMPORTED  FOOD) 
REGULATIONS,  1937  AND  1948. 

The  inspection,  examination  and  control  of  foodstuffs  imported  under 
the  above  regulationa  has  been  greatly  faciliated  by  the  co-operation  of  the 
Officers  of  H.M.  Customs  land  Excise. 

The  amount  of  foodstuffs  landed  in  the  port  during  the  year  was 
29,201  tons  which  included  coastwise  cargoes  of  grain  and  flour.  Most  of 
the  remaining  items  were  imported  from  Continental  Countries. 

Foods : — 

Apple  Juice,  4,265  tons;  Apple  Pomace,  3,011  tons;  Flour,  4,756 
tons;  Onions,  492  tons;  Cheese,  369  tons;  Oats,  313  tons;  Milk  Powder, 
308  tons;  Bakery  Cream,  130  tons;  Canned  Meats,  90  tons;  Canned 
Vegetables,  85  tons;  Custard  and  Blanc  Mange  Powder,  65  tons; 
Vegetables  in  Btine,  54  tons;  Condensed  Milk,  50  tons;  Biscuits,  31 
tons;  Confectionery,  25  tons. 

Foods  condemned  and  disposed  of  for  purposes  other  than  human 
consumption  were ; — 

Wheat,  3,954  lbs. ; Milk,  22  lbs. 


THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PRESERVATIVES,  ETC.,  IN  FOOD) 
REGULATIONS,  1925-1948. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  these  regulations- 
during  the  year. 


THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (IMPORTED  MILK) 
REGULATIONS,  1926. 

No  importation  of  milk  to  which  the  above  regulations  apply  was  made 
during  the  year. 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHELL-FISH) 
REGULATIONS,  1934  AND  1948. 

There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  laying  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Authority. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant,  ! 

R.  M.  SCORRER,  j 

Senior  Port  Scmitary  Inspector.  | 


